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  As Thanksgiving approaches, please know that, as a school, we are thankful for the 
support of our Elgin School Families and for the support of our community! 
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Message from Mr. Erickson 
Great things are happening at Elgin Elementary School, and we have plenty to celebrate! 

We are incredibly proud to share that Elgin Elementary earned a school letter grade of A with 97.18 points out of 
100 for the 2025–2026 school year—the highest score in our school's history on this assessment! This outstanding 
achievement reflects the hard work, dedication, and commitment of our students, teachers, staff, families, and entire school 
community. Our Eagles continue to soar, and this accomplishment is something we can all celebrate! 

Since Arizona began its school letter-grade system, our school has experienced both challenges and successes. 
Through it all, our team has remained committed to providing students with a high-quality education and helping every 
child reach their full potential. Earning 97.18 points is a tremendous milestone, and we are proud of the progress our school 
has made. More importantly, this achievement reflects the learning, effort, and growth happening in our classrooms every 
day. 

We also have exciting news to celebrate in the area of attendance! Our chronic absenteeism rate decreased from 
20.54% to 13.79%, representing a significant improvement in the number of students missing too much school. We 
appreciate our families for making attendance a priority and partnering with us to ensure students are in school, engaged, 
and ready to learn. While we are encouraged by this progress, we still have work to do. Our goal is to reduce chronic 
absenteeism to below 10%, and every day in the classroom makes a difference! 

This year's theme, Be 1% Better, reminds us that success is not about being perfect; it is about continually improving. 
A score of 97.18 is an accomplishment worth celebrating, and we recognize that reaching this level of success again will be a 
challenge. However, our focus is not simply on repeating a number. Our focus is on continuing to grow, strengthening 
instruction, supporting our students, and finding ways to get a little better every day. Even small improvements, when 
made consistently, can lead to extraordinary results. 

Our previous theme, Row the Boat, taught us the importance of teamwork, perseverance, and working together 
toward a common goal. Those lessons remain part of who we are as Elgin Eagles. This record-breaking achievement 
belongs to our entire school community because it takes all of us rowing in the same direction to help our students succeed. 

Thank you to our dedicated teachers and staff, our supportive families, and, most importantly, our hardworking 
students. We are proud of what we have accomplished together, and we look forward to building on this success  

 
 

throughout the school year. 
Elgin Eagles: Celebrate the achievement. Keep rowing together. Be 1% better 

every day. The best is yet to come! 
Finally, mark your calendars for our 30th Annual Veterans Day Ceremony on 

Tuesday, November 10, at 1:30 p.m.! We look forward to honoring and celebrating 
the brave men and women who have served our country and protected our freedoms. 
We hope you will join us as we celebrate our American heroes! Following the 
ceremony, school will be closed on Wednesday, November 11, in observance of 
Veterans Day. Then, on Thursday, November 12, our students and staff will enjoy a 
school-wide field trip to the Pima Air and Space Museum. It promises to be an 
exciting week of honoring service, learning, and making memories together as Elgin 
Eagles! 
With appreciation, 
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Middle School Math - By Ms. Kyndra Ortiz 
 

Math has taken on many forms in Elgin School’s middle school classrooms this quarter. From building 
scale models and designing towns to writing songs and managing budgets, students in sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade have been putting their math skills to work in creative and practical ways. 

Sixth graders have been strengthening their understanding of fractions, decimals, and integer 
operations through hands-on activities. Students used number tiles to model fraction division and number 
lines to explore positive and negative numbers and absolute value. Now, they are moving into proportional 
relationships, learning to use ratios, cross multiplication, and division to solve problems. A little music has 
also made its way into the classroom, with a math song helping students remember important concepts and 
vocabulary. 

Seventh graders have been discovering how often math shows up in everyday life. Their studies have 
included integers, constants of proportionality, scale drawings, and percent change. Financial literacy activities 
challenged students to manage a monthly budget, calculate expenses, and experience some of the financial 
responsibilities of adulthood. Students also applied their understanding of scale factors to construct a scale 
model of the Washington Monument, combining mathematics with creativity, measurement, and problem-
solving. 

Eighth graders have been exploring geometry through transformations and angle relationships. Their 
learning came together in themed GeoTown projects, where students designed their own communities while 
applying geometric concepts. They are now transitioning into functions, building connections between 
geometric reasoning, algebraic thinking, and mathematical relationships. 

Across all three grade levels, students are encouraged to do more than memorize formulas or find the 
correct answer. They are learning to explain their reasoning, ask questions, work through challenges, and 
recognize how mathematics connects to the world around them. 

Not every lesson involves a big project. Sometimes the greatest progress comes from a student finally 
understanding a challenging concept, finding a new way to solve a problem, or gaining the confidence to try 
again. 
 

   
 

   



 

 

Why Young Learners Need Art  
As an educator, I believe art is one of the most valuable gifts we can give our young learners. 

Art is so much more than drawing, painting, or creating. It is an opportunity for students to discover 
who they are, explore new ideas, take risks, and learn that mistakes are part of the process. 

When students are in art class and working with their hands, they are developing fine-motor 
skills, patience, creativity, and problem-solving abilities. They are learning to change their mind 
when something doesn't work as planned and discovering that there is rarely just one right way to 
approach a challenge. In the art room, the students don’t need to be perfect, I encourage them to 
try.  Our students are learning the power of “not yet” and beginning to understand that practice and 
a willingness to try again can lead to incredible things. 

Art also reaches far beyond the art classroom. Students use math to measure and create 
patterns, science to explore materials, language arts to communicate ideas, and critical thinking to 
plan and evaluate their work. Collaboration, self-expression, and confidence develop naturally along 
the way. 

Most importantly, art class provides a place where every student can experience success in 
their own way. My hope is that students leave the art room believing in their ability to create, solve 
problems, embrace challenges, and become the best versions of themselves. 
 

    

   

Fine Arts - By Mrs. Anna Coleman 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Quarter Honors 

 

Honor Roll – All A’s and/or B’s 
2nd Grade – Legend Harper, Cora Krizan, Joseph Mejia Robles, Misa Montes de Oca, Giselle Munoz, Mia 
Taylor 
 
3rd Grade - Bronco Alcala, Peter Barragan, Charlize Carter, Shyanne Goodwater, Seamus Wilusz, Clancy 
Zerbel 
 
4th Grade – Remi Campbell, Aurora Fennell, Riley Green, Charlotte Gummo, Monae Hernandez-
Robinson, Silas Johnson, Cassidy Orona, Viviana Quiroz-Gastelum 
 
5th Grade – Saint Harris, Kynder Keenum, Lilliana Mejia Robles, Eligh Padilla, Ty Peterson, Onesimo 
Reyes, Maximus Stephens, Sydney Wilusz 
 
6th Grade – Emma Fail, Brooke Gummo, Jeannette Mejia Robles, Brantley Orona, Ana Giselle Quiroz-
Gastelum, Revel Whittington 
 
7th Grade – Declan Blevins, Jesse Carter, Destyni Hernandez-Deaner, Henry Krizan,  
 
8th Grade – Lowen Davis, Suzy Gallardo, Ryker Hintsala, Santiago Padilla, Trigg Whittington, Bradley 
Young 
 
Academic Excellence – All A’s  
2nd Grade – Landon Benedum 
 
3rd Grade – Jyn Fennell, Stella Johnson 
 
4th Grade – Greta Bohm-Ragasa, Lesia Gaviola, Solana Munoz, Hayes Thomas, Emry Willie 
 
5th Grade – Jubilee Aiello, Lillian Blevins, Atlas Bohm-Ragasa, Lehric Davis, Patrick Krizan 
 
6th Grade – Arizona Beal, Prince Harris, Zaila Hintsala, Owen Thomas 
 
7th Grade – Colter Beyer, Caellum Blevins, Miranda Cass, Dayton Swift  
 
8th Grade – Lincoln Beal, William Collins, Cheyenne Conover, Rylie Fail, Rydia Fennell, Nathan Gaviola, 
Grant Gehlert, Morgan King, Deegan Ortiz, Valentina Ramirez Schroeder, Jet Thomas, Sophie Vendituoli, 
Hudson Willie  
 



 

 

 

 

Recognizing elementary students who practice good character and citizenship 

   





THEATER!  DRAMA!  MUSIC!  COSTUMES!  FUN!!!! 
The renowned Missoula Children’s Theatre is coming to Elgin School December 7th—12th!  

This week-long residency is made possible for Elgin students through tax credit and parent donations. 
A little red truck will pull into our town with everything it takes to mount a full-scale musical 
production of “The Wiz of the West.”  The truck will have a team of directors, lights, costumes, 
props, and make-up, everything except the cast.  That’s where Elgin students come in.  The school 
has declared that week “No Homework Week” for participants, so any student who would like to 
try out for this performance must be able to attend the week-long rehearsals if given a part.  Up to 
50 students are needed for this production! 

Please note that if a student is given a part in the play, he/she needs to be available Monday 
through Friday from 2:00-6:30 PM, and on Saturday, performance day, for morning dress rehearsals 
and the 6:00 PM evening performance.  Students who commit to this endeavor will be expected to 
follow through on that commitment. More details will be sent home with the students. 

Mark your calendars for this incredible opportunity for our Elgin community. 



 

  

Nurse’s Corner 

 

 

The holiday season is here! With that, there are more likely exposures to viruses as we excitedly 
visit with friends and families over our school breaks.  
Tips For Staying Healthy 

• Doors and windows are closed due to cold weather. Try and crack them open when 
weather permits to allow fresh air to enter. 

• People take commercial flights during the holidays.  
o Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, hand saniBzer if water is 

unavailable. 
o Consider wearing a mask if you are prone to colds and viruses. 

• Keep your food and drinks to yourself. Sharing also shares cold, flu and other viruses. 
• Keep your hands away from your face and mouth. 
• Wipe hard surfaces (i.e. counters, tables and door knobs) with a saniBzing cloth or spray 
• Dress appropriately for the weather 
• Keep hydrated 

Flu and other shots 
The month of November is a good Bme to schedule your flu and/or covid shots. GeLng one 
now should help throughout the rest of the prime virus Bme this winter. Here are some Bps: 

• Shots are available at your doctor’s office 
• Shots are also available at most pharmacies in a walk-in-basis 

o Usually at a zero-cost for anyone with insurance 
o You don’t necessarily have to go to an in-network pharmacy. Most pharmacies 

take any insurance. Just show your card when you check in with the pharmacist. 
o You cannot get the flu from the shot, as it is a killed virus. People that think they 

have the flu aVer the shot usually are just having a mild reacBon to build 
immunity, or were already exposed to the flu before geLng their shot. 

o It is true the shot is a general guess protecBng you from the predicted viruses for 
that season. It is not a 100% effecBve against all viruses. It does hugely decrease 
the chance of you geLng the flu 

o People with pre-exisBng condiBons such as asthma, diabetes, immune disorders, 
or those who frequently get sick are the best candidates to receive one. 

Alterna8ve to the flu shot 
• Keep your distance from people who are ill 
• Wash your hands frequently 
• Wear a mask when out in public 
• Eat healthy foods, especially those with increased vitamin C, such as citrus fruits 
• Use alternaBve homeopathic opBons if feeling ill, such as therapeuBc oils etc. 
• Keep hydrated 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  

     



 

 

 



 

  

The USDA Food Buying Guide (FBG) does not have a specific
entry for "microgreen mix".  Be sure to keep specific crediting

documentation of the vegetable sub-group  component. 

Microgreens are simply the young seedlings of standard
vegetables, the USDA requires you to classify them under the

subgroup of the mature plant. In order to credit this vegetable,
use the same process when calculating lettuce.  

up
LEARN. INSPIRE. FEED. TEACH.

L I F T

Raw, leafy greens credit as
half the volume served.
For example, a ½ cup of

lettuce contributes ¼ cup
toward  the allowable
vegetable subgroup.

RECIPE: 
Turkey and Cheese Wrap

HARVEST FACTS ABOUT 
MICROGREENS:

LOCAL MICROGREENS:

To ensure food safety with fresh produce 
always thoroughly wash under running water
immediately before cutting and eating.

September  2026 | TASTE AZ | The Arizona Department of Education 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

MicrogreensMicrogreens

Microgreens are made up of the young
leaves of different plants.
Because they come from different plants,
each type has its own unique flavor.
Microgreens are often called "vegetable
confetti."
Microgreens can come in a variety of colors,
including purple, pink, and green.
Microgreens require very little space and
water to grow.
The entire plant is edible.
Some microgreens are ready to harvest in
as little as 7 days.

Microgreens are in season in Arizona!

QUICK MATH: 

LEAN... MEAN...

Soilless Microgreens, Surprise 

Arizona Microgreens, Phoenix 

Sunnyside Greens, Maricopa 

Backyard Green House, Rio Rico 

EACH WRAP CONTRIBUTES: 3 oz. eq. meat/meat alternate,
1½ oz. eq. enriched grains, 1/8 cup red/orange vegetable, 

1/8 cup other vegetable

INGREDIENTS FOR 25 SERVINGS
Turkey Breast, USDA Foods #110554 (4 lbs, 12 oz.) 
Tomatoes, Whole, Red, Raw, #17D48 (9.5 med)
MICROGREENS (6.25 cups),
Cheese, American, USDA Foods #100018 (1 lb, 10 oz)
Whole Grain Tortilla, Soft Flour, 8", (25 each)

Lay out flour tortillas on a clean work surface area. Layer 3
ounces of turkey, 1 ounce of cheese (two, ½ ounce slices),

a ¼ cup of MICROGREENS and 3 tomato slices
(approximately 1/8 inch thick, each) on each tortilla. Fold 2

sides of wrap 1 inch over the filling. Roll tightly.

Try substituting Microgreens for lettuce
in homemade sandwiches and wraps.

TASTE

TEACH



 

  



 

 
 


