
Lulu’s Mysterious Mission – 1010L; grades 2-4; Comedy/Humor, Realistic Fiction
Lulu has put her tantrum-throwing days behind her. That is, until her parents announce that 
they're going on vacation - without Lulu! Not only that, but they're leaving her with the 
formidable Ms. Sonia Sofia Solinsky, who has the kind of smile that an alligator might give before 
eating you for dinner. The second her parents are out of the house, Lulu tries out several 
elaborate schemes to bring them straight back. But just when she seems to finally be making 
some headway, her babysitter reveals an astonishing secret, one that has Lulu crossing her fingers 
that her parents will go on vacation all the time without her!

Redwoods – NC1100L; grades 2-4; Fantasy Fiction
A subway trip is transformed when a young boy happens upon a book about redwoods, 
and his imagination soars with each new bit of knowledge. Readers will learn about the 
mystery and the majesty of the redwood trees, the world's oldest living things, including 
how they grow and provide homes for animals and other plants.

Tales from the Arabian Nights – NC1230L; grades 4-5; Classics, fairy tales, fables

Forest World – 1240L; grades 4-8; Realistic Fiction
In this verse novel, a Cuban-American boy visits his family's village in Cuba for the first 
time-and meets a sister he didn't know he had.

Mudshark – NC1080L; grades 5-6; Mystery/Suspense Fiction
Principal Wagner confidently deals with a faculty washroom crisis, a psychic parrot, and a 
terrorizing gerbil, but when 65 erasers go missing, he enlists the help of the school's best problem 

solver, twelve-year-old Lyle Williams, aka Mudshark.



The Crossing – 1150L; grades 6-8; Realistic Fiction; Immigration, Substance Abuse, 
Homelessness, Friendship
On one side of the border is 14-year-old Manny Bustos, an orphan scrounging on the streets of 
Juarez. On the other side is Vietnam vet Robert Locke, trying to forget the war in a bottle of 
whiskey. When Manny decides to slip into America, the two meet and discover endless new 
possibilities.

Harry Potter: Calling All Witches! – 1220L; grades 3-7; Fantasy Fiction
For all the girls as clever as Hermione Granger, as dedicated as Tina Goldstein, and as fierce as 
Minerva McGonagall, this incredible compendium is packed with the stories of Harry Potter and 
Fantastic Beasts' extraordinary heroines! Besides the series' best-known characters, get to know 
the female mentors, founders, rule-breakers, and -- yes, even villains like Bellatrix Lestrange and 
Vinda Rosier -- who made the wizarding world what it is today.

Grimms’ Fairy Tales – 1060L; grades 3-5; Classics, fairy tales, fables
Full of magic and trickery, Grimms' Fairy Tales has delighted generations with timeless stories of elves 
and giants, lost children and talking animals, and heroes who turn the tables on fate and misfortune, 
often in sudden, unexpected ways.
These stories, as written by the Brothers Grimm in the early 1800s, are not quite the versions heard 
before bedtime. They're darker and don't end very happily - but are often far more interesting.

Tales from Outer Suburbia – 1040L; grades 7-12; Fantasy Fiction; Aliens & UFOs
An exchange student who's really an alien, a secret room that becomes the perfect place 
for a quick escape, a typical tale of grandfatherly exaggeration that is actually even more 
bizarre than he says... These are the odd details of everyday life that grow and take on an 
incredible life of their own in tales and illustrations by Shaun Tan, author and illustrator of 
the New York Times bestseller, The Arrival.

A Song of Frutas -  AD1240L; grades K-2; Realistic Fiction
A Cuban girl is enveloped in rhythm while helping her street vendor grandfather. "A 
heartfelt story full of love for family and traditions, highly recommended for picture 
book collections."-SLJ



Eight Tales of Terror – 1340 L; grades 8-12; Classics, Horror Fiction; Vampires, witches, 
ghosts, monsters
An intriguing introduction starts off this collection of Edgar Allan Poe's chilling tales of 

horror and madness.

Detective Stories – 1030L; grades 6-8; Mystery/Suspense, Short Stories
Young mystery fans will be enthralled by this compelling volume of detective fiction that 
includes both classic and contemporary writers such as Italo Calvino, Agatha Christie, Ellery 
Queen, Damon Runyon, and Andrew Vachss.

The Best Ghost Stories Ever – 1200L; grades 7-12; Horror Fiction
Watch your step. Be careful what you do. Ghosts are everywhere. In houses new and old. In 
lonely walks and grim gatherings. Underneath the wallpaper. Riding through the night. These 

are some of the spookiest ghost stories ever written, from authors including Edgar Allan Poe, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Bram Stoker, and Henry James. Prepare to be haunted...

Larklight – 1080L; grades 8-9; SciFi, adventure, Fiction
Arthur (Art) Mumsby and his irritating sister Myrtle live with their father in a huge and rambling 
house called Larklight that just happens to be traveling through outer space. Living in an 
alternate 19th century, Britain has colonized the solar system and their house, Larklight, is under 
attack by elephant-size-space-spiders. When a visitor called Mr. Webster arrives for a visit, it is far 
from an innocent social call.

The Seventh Voyage – GN1080L; grades 3-7; Graphic novel, SciFi
When Ijon Tichy, a solo astronaut, discovers his spaceship has collided with a bean-sized flying 
meteoroid, he tries in vain to fix the damage. His drive regulator and part of his rudder are 

shattered. Without them, the ship's velocity steadily increases. And he is unable to fix it alone. 
Then, something odd begins to happen. In the middle of the night, he is awakened by a man who 
looks strangely familiar. And he should. For he's seeing tomorrow's version of himself!



The Worst best School Year Ever – 1020L; grades 3-5; Comedy/Humor Fiction
The horrible Herdmans from The Best Christmas Pageant Ever are modern-day outlaws and 
the most famous kids at Woodrow Wilson School. Their wild behavior and outrageous lies 
always lead to disaster, but somehow all of them continually escape blame. Are they really 
horrible, or could there be some good in them? Find out the real truth about this crazy clan.

1984 – 1090L; grades 11-12; Classics, SciFi
Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell's chilling prophecy about the future. And while 
1984 has come and gone, Orwell's narrative is more timely that ever. 1984 presents a 
"negative utopia," that is at once a startling and haunting vision of the world, so powerful 
that it is completely convincing from start to finish. No one can deny the power of this novel, 
its hold on the imaginations of entire generations of readers, or the resiliency of its 
admonitions, a legacy that seems to grow, not lessen, with the passage of time.

How to train your dad – 1200L; grades 5-8; Realistic fiction
Hilarity ensues when Carl turns to a puppy training pamphlet to curb his father's single-
minded pursuit of an off-the-grid existence.

Enola Holmes Series – 980L-1120L;  grades 3-7
•The Case of the Missing Marquess: 990L
•The Case of the Cryptic Crinoline: 1050L
•The Case of the Gypsy Goodbye: 1120L
•The Case of the Bizarre Bouquets: 1020L
•The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan: 1040L
•The Case of the Left-Handed Lady: 980L

Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place by Maryrose Wood; 1120L-1210L; grads 4-5
The Mysterious Howling-1000L
The Hidden Gallery – 960L

The Unseen Guest – 980L 
The Unmapped Sea - 850L 
The Long-lost Home – 890L
The Interrupted Tale – 900L

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
1000-1080L Historical fiction



Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel Savit – 1160L; grades teemagers; 
Historical fiction
Kraków, 1939. A million marching soldiers and a thousand barking dogs. This 
is no place to grow up. Anna Łania is just seven years old when the Germans 
take her father, a linguistics professor, during their purge of intellectuals in 
Poland. She's alone. And then Anna meets the Swallow Man. He is a mystery, 
strange and tall, a skilled deceiver with more than a little magic up his sleeve. 
And when the soldiers in the streets look at him, they see what he wants 
them to see. The Swallow Man is not Anna's father--she knows that very 
well--but she also knows that, like her father, he's in danger of being taken, 
and like her father, he has a gift for languages: Polish, Russian, German, 
Yiddish, even Bird. When he summons a bright, beautiful swallow down to 
his hand to stop her from crying, Anna is entranced. She follows him into the 
wilderness. Over the course of their travels together, Anna and the Swallow 
Man will dodge bombs, tame soldiers, and even, despite their better 
judgment, make a friend. But in a world gone mad, everything can prove 
dangerous. Even the Swallow Man.

Audacity by Melanie Crowder – 1120L; grades 4-8; Historical fiction
Audacity is inspired by the real-life story of Clara Lemlich, a spirited young 
woman who emigrated from Russia to New York at the turn of the 

twentieth century and fought tenaciously for equal rights. Bucking the 
norms of both her traditional Jewish family and societal conventions, Clara 
refuses to accept substandard working conditions in the factories on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side. For years, Clara devotes herself to the labor 
fight, speaking up for those who suffer in silence. In time, Clara convinces 
the women in the factories to strike, organize, and unionize, culminating in 
the famous Uprising of the 20,000.

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller – 1140L; grades 5-8; Historical fiction
At the heart of Catch-22 resides the incomparable, malingering bombardier, 
Yossarian, a hero endlessly inventive in his schemes to save his skin from the 
horrible chances of war. His efforts are perfectly understandable because as 
he furiously scrambles, thousands of people he hasn't even met are trying to 
kill him. His problem is Colonel Cathcart, who keeps raising the number of 
missions the men must fly to complete their service. Yet if Yossarian makes 
any attempts to excuse himself from the perilous missions that he is 
committed to flying, he is trapped by the Great Loyalty Oath Crusade, the 
hilariously sinister bureaucratic rule from which the book takes its title: a man 
is considered insane if he willingly continues to fly dangerous combat 
missions, but if he makes the necessary formal request to be relieved of such 
missions, the very act of making the request proves that he is sane and 
therefore ineligible to be relieved.

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster – 1000L; grades 3-8; Fantasy fiction
For Milo, everything's a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously appears in his 
room, he drives through only because he's got nothing better to do. But on 
the other side, things seem different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions 
(you get there by jumping), learns about time from a ticking watchdog 
named Tock, and even embarks on a quest to rescue Rhyme and Reason. 
Somewhere along the way, Milo realizes something astonishing. Life is far 
from dull. In fact, it's exciting beyond his wildest dreams!
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