
 

 

Eagle Tales 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  

In this Issue: 
Dear Families, 
As we move into February, I want to take a moment to share some exciting 
highlights and well-deserved celebrations from around our school. From coming 
together through reading, to statewide recognition of our academic success, it has 
been a great start to the second semester. I am proud of the work happening each 
day and grateful for the continued partnership between our school and families. 
  
One School One Book 
A special thank you to Dr. Chris Clouse for her amazing work organizing One 
School, One Book program. Our school enjoyed reading 8 Class Pets + 1 Squirrel ÷ 1 
Dog = CHAOS and it was wonderful to see students, staff, and families come 
together through this shared reading experience. Thank you Dr. Clouse for your 
dedication to literacy! 
 

 Celebrating Our School in the News 
We have had some great coverage recently that reflects the excellence happening 
here at Elgin Elementary School. Local news outlets highlighted our school’s 
outstanding academic achievements and statewide recognition — including the 
presentation of an Exemplary Academic Achievement Award during a visit from 
Arizona’s State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Horne. 
 

The articles also covered important conversations about educational topics and 
innovative tools we have introduced like our new Kahnmigo program, which 
supports personalized learning for students. 
 

 Superintendent of the Year 
I am deeply humbled to share that I was honored with the Arizona School 
Administrators’ Superintendent of the Year Award for small schools. This 
recognition is truly a testament to our amazing team — our teachers, staff, students, 
families, and Governing Board — who work together every day to make this school 
a place of high achievement, strong relationships, and joyful learning. I am grateful 
to serve in this community and to row the boat with all of you! 
 

Thank you for your continued partnership, support, and engagement in your child’s 
education. When we read together, celebrate achievements, and stay connected as a 
community, our Eagles soar higher than ever. 
 
Sincerely 
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One School One Book 
By Dr. Chris Clouse  

One School, One Book = Big Fun (and a Little Chaos!) 

Elgin Elementary School wrapped up another successful One School, One Book program this 
January with 8 Class Pets + 1 Squirrel ÷ 1 Dog = Chaos by Vivian Vande Velde. Students enjoyed the 
fast-paced plot with Cuddles, the principal’s dog, in pursuit of Twitch, the playground squirrel. We 
learned bits of wisdom from the classroom pets, such as, “Quoting is fine, copying is wrong,” and 
enjoyed the personalities of the pets that came through in each chapter, told from their unique points of 
view.  

Our 8th grade students read the story to the kindergarten and first grade classes, building a 
shared love of reading across grade levels. In the library, students viewed an aquarium of neon tetras 
(“We are in a school in a school!”) and discovered related titles, including the other books in the 
Squirrel series. Each classroom received a stuffed animal representing their class pet, helping students 
connect to the story. 

The excitement continued outdoors with a trivia scavenger hunt on the playground and “Who 
Said It?” Day, where students matched memorable quotes to the characters who said them. A highlight 
of the experience was a special drawing lesson with an artist, much like the visiting artist in the book. 
All of these activities led up to our One School, One Book–themed STEAM Night on January 29th. 

Thank you to our students, staff, and families for making Elgin Elementary School a community 
of readers. Reading brings us together—and sometimes, a little chaos makes it even better! 
 

 
 

 
 

         
   

 

The first 3 families to email “Eagle Tales” to Ms. Melissa will receive a prize!



 

  

STEAM Night 
By Ms. Callie Mattus  

Our STEAM Night was a huge success and such a fun way to bring learning to life for our 
students and families! We connected the evening to our One School One Book, 8 Class Pets, and it was 
so exciting to see the story come alive around campus. 

We were grateful to have so many amazing community partners join us, including Sulphur 
Springs Electric Company, Southwest Gas Corp., the University of Arizona School of Mining and 
Mineral Research, Borderlands Restoration Network, Tucson Bird Alliance, the Patagonia Sonoita 
Creek Reserve, Patagonia Regional Times, and more. We also had special live “characters” from our 
book thanks to the Wings of Hope Sanctuary and the Cass family, which was a great experience for 
our students! 

Families enjoyed an art activity with Mrs. Coleman, hands on science experiments with Mr. 
Graeme, and a Title I activity with Mrs. Clouse. Themed snacks helped tie everything together and 
made the night even more memorable. 

Thank you to everyone who came out to support our school and make this educational, 
engaging, and fun night such a success! 
 

     
 

         
 

     



 

 

 

 

Natalie Sanchez 
8th Grade  

 

Maximus Stephens 
4th Grade 

  

Recognizing elementary students who practice good character and citizenship 

 

 

  

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
ELA Spotlight: Student Voice, Storytelling, and Powerful Thinking Across 

Grades 6–8  By: Dr. Jerome O. Ramirez, Middle School ELA Teacher 

 Recently in our ELA classes, students didn’t just read texts—they performed them, redesigned them, and explored the deeper 
ideas behind them. Across Grades 6–8, our classrooms became spaces where literature connected to real-world issues, digital 
creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking. From delivering UN-style speeches to designing immersive story experiences, 
students demonstrated that ELA is not only about reading and writing, but also about voice, imagination, and purposeful 
communication.  
 

6th Grade: Using Your Voice to Inspire Change 
Sixth graders explored the memoir excerpt “A School’s Diary” from I Am Malala alongside Gwendolyn Brooks’ poem “Speech 
to the Young: Speech to the Progress-Toward.” Both texts share a powerful message about perseverance and speaking up, 
especially when facing challenges. Students discussed how authors use personal experience, vivid language, and direct address 
to motivate readers to keep moving forward and to believe that their voices can make a difference.  
To apply these themes in an authentic and memorable way, students completed a performance-based project that blended 
research, persuasion, and public speaking. Each student took on the role of a youth ambassador delivering a formal speech to a 
simulated United Nations Assembly focused on one United Nations Sustainable Development Goal. In their speeches, students 
explained the goal, identified a connected world issue, proposed practical solutions, and persuaded the audience to participate 
in collaborative action. To strengthen confidence and emphasize real-world communication skills, students also wore attire 
appropriate for a formal speaking event, reinforcing the importance of audience, tone, and purpose. The result was a powerful 
showcase of leadership, empathy, and courage from our sixth graders.  
 

       
 

7th Grade: Bringing Stories to Life Through Digital Storyboarding 
Seventh graders demonstrated a deep understanding of literature through visual storytelling. After reading the short story 
“Monster,” students created digital storyboards using an online tool to retell key moments in an engaging, reader-friendly way. 
They applied elements commonly found in graphic novels such as frames, speech balloons, thought bubbles, and captions to 
communicate plot, dialogue, and character thinking clearly. This project strengthened comprehension and sequencing while 
also challenging students to make intentional choices about pacing, perspective, and what details matter most when presenting 
a story visually.  
 

7th Grade Extension: Virtual Reality Game Design Inspired by Mythology 
Inspired by the myth “Daedalus and Icarus,” seventh graders worked in groups to devise a Virtual Reality game concept that 
immerses users in the famous flight. Rather than focusing on costs or technical features, students concentrated on the storyline 
and the experience they wanted players to have. Groups considered key moments from the myth, how choices and 
consequences could shape the narrative, and how themes such as ambition, freedom, risk, and responsibility could be 
communicated through an interactive story world. This creative design challenge strengthened collaboration and critical 
thinking while showing students that myths remain relevant because their lessons still apply today.  
 

Continued next page 



 

 

 
 

 

       
 

8th Grade: Reimagining Horror Through Storyboards and Visual Craft 
Eighth graders studied Edgar Allan Poe’s classic horror story “The Tell-Tale Heart” and then extended their learning through a 
creative retelling. Students transformed the story into a storyboard format, demonstrating both strong comprehension and 
artistic interpretation. This activity required students to highlight how suspense builds scene by scene, how mood and tone can 
be conveyed visually, and how the narrator’s thoughts and actions reveal psychological conflict. By reconstructing the story 
through images and captions, students practiced close reading while also strengthening their ability to analyze the author's craft 
in a genre known for tension, fear, and dramatic turning points.  
 

       
 
8th Grade Deep Thinking: Hexagonal Thinking with Two Classic Horror Stories 
To deepen analysis and push thinking beyond summary, eighth graders completed a Hexagonal Thinking activity using “The 
Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Monkey’s Paw.” Hexagonal Thinking is a strategy where students are given hexagon cards 
containing important ideas such as themes, character traits, symbols, conflicts, or key events. Students arrange the hexagons so 
that connected ideas touch, forming a web of meaning. The real challenge is explaining why ideas connect, which requires 
evidence from the stories and thoughtful reasoning, not just quick answers. 
 

This strategy develops critical thinking because students must analyze relationships between concepts, justify their decisions 
using text evidence, compare patterns across two different stories, and revise their connections as their understanding grows. It 
also promotes rich academic discussion, as students explain, challenge, and refine ideas with classmates. Through this work, 
students learned that literature is not simply a set of isolated plot points, but it is a network of ideas that connect in complex and 
meaningful ways.  
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The monies received from the Extra-Curricular Tax Credit go 
directly to help fund student programs.  Thanks to your donation the 
students of Elgin School will be able to enjoy many programs that may 
not have been available otherwise. Contributions can be designated to 
the following funds:  Athletics, Marine Biology Club (8th Grade CIMI Trip), 
Drama (Missoula Children’s Theatre Residency), or Field Trips.  
Undesignated donations will be split between the above groups. 

   

    Ready to donate today?  Just send in this form with your 
ddonation to: 

Elgin School 
Attn. Tax Credit 
23 Elgin Rd 
Elgin, AZ 85611 
�
�
�
Make checks payable to Elgin School.  Mail or drop off this completed form with your check to Elgin School.  
The school staff will provide you with a receipt verifying you have contributed to an eligible fee-based extra-
curricular activity. 

Name:           
Address:          
          
Phone:         
Please use my contribution for the following extracurricular activity: 
          



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
    



 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 
  

 
 

   



 

  


