What is a Title I Schoolwide program?

A Schoolwide program permits a school to use funds from Title I, Part A and other Federal
education program funds and resources to upgrade the entire educational program of the school
in order to raise academic achievement for all the students. This contrasts with a Title I targeted
assistance program, through which Title I, Part A funds are used only for supplementary
educational services for eligible children who are failing or are at risk of failing to meet state
academic content standards.

Schoolwide programs have great latitude in determining how to spend their Title I, Part A funds.
Schoolwide programs do not have to identify particular children as eligible for services, or
separately track federal dollars. Instead, Schoolwide programs can use their Title I, Part A funds
in the manner they choose within federal guidelines, as long as they engage in reform strategies
that increase the amount and quality of learning time and help provide a high-quality curriculum
for all children, according to a comprehensive plan to help children meet the state’s challenging
academic content standards. Schoolwide programs serve all children in a school. All staff,
resources, and classes are part of the overall Schoolwide program. The purpose is to generate
high levels of academic achievement in core subject areas for all students, especially those
students most in need.

Components of a School-wide Program

» A comprehensive needs assessment of the entire school is conducted.

* School-wide reform strategies provide opportunities for all children to meet the state’s
proficiency performance standards.

» State certified staff members provide instruction.

* Professional development is conducted on a continual basis throughout the year.

* Activities are presented to increase parent involvement.

* Plans are included to provide transitional assistance from preschool to elementary, from
elementary to middle school, and from middle school to high school.

» Measures are taken to include teachers in the decisions regarding the use of assessments.

* Activities are conducted to ensure that students who experience difficulty mastering state
standards will be provided with effective, timely, additional assistance.

Parental Involvement

Parental involvement is an integral part of the Title I program. Parents are encouraged to become
partners in helping their children achieve and become actively involved in all aspects of the
process of the Title I program, from the writing of the plan to its implementation and evaluation.
A strong connection between the home and the school is a key element in student success.
Materials, strategies, and assistance from teachers are available to all parents within a Title I
Schoolwide program. Opportunities for active parent participation include, but are not limited to,
open house, parent workshops, school-parent compacts, parent-teacher organizations,
conferences, timely newsletters, and more.

Schools may be required to utilize a portion of their Title I funds to support parent involvement.
Parents should contact the school principal with any comments or suggestions regarding the




school’s parent involvement expenditures. If you would like to participate on the district and/or
the school Title I planning team or make comments on the plan, please contact the school office.

Parent Involvement Policy and School-Parent Compact

Each Title I school is required to ask for input from parents regarding the development of a
parent involvement policy and a school-parent compact. The parent involvement policy explains
how the school plans to work with parents to review and improve parent programs and describes
how parents can participate in planning these programs. The School-Parent Compact outlines
how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved
student academic achievement and the way in which the school and parents will build and
develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards. You are asked to read
the School and District Parent Involvement policies and the School-Parent Compact and give
your suggestions or comments for revisions to the school principal. Changes will be made, when
possible.

Description & Explanation of Curriculum, Forms of Academic Assessment, and
Proficiency Levels Students Are Expected to Meet

Our school district provides high-quality curriculum based on Pennsylvania’s Curriculum
Standards.

A variety of tests are administered to students to determine levels of proficiency. To monitor
student progress throughout the year, student assessment may include:

* Assessments created by teachers and/or provided by textbooks.

* District assessments

* The Pennsylvania State System of Assessment (PSSA) will be given annually to students in
grades three through eight and grade 11. These assessments will measure student performance
based on state standards.

All students are expected to meet state proficiency levels by the end of each school year.
Results of student assessment are presented at parent/teacher conferences, and by means of
progress reports, report cards, etc.

Parents’ Right to Know

You have the right to know the professional qualifications of the classroom teachers and
paraprofessionals who instruct your child. If you would like to receive any of this information
about your child’s teacher(s)or paraprofessionals, you may contact the school office.




