
BIG SUR ROUNDUP NEWS RELEASE FOR JUNE 2018

It is late Springtime, and the School Year 2017-18 seems to have passed swiftly. Coming up soon on Thursday, June 14th, will be the final day of school. This special day will feature our Awards/Promotions/Graduation Ceremony. We wish to invite the families, friends, and community members to come and share in this celebration honoring the achievements of our students. The event will be held at the school and starts at 10:00 am, with the awards and promotions presented to the students between 10:00 and 11:30, followed by the graduation ceremony at 12:00pm. Afterward, a reception with lunch will be served, and we will congratulate our proud graduating senior, who has been accepted to Middlebury College in Vermont. Middlebury is rated among the Ivy League universities ranking #6 of the top 10 National Liberal Arts Colleges.

Meanwhile, we have been busy. The month of May has been the time of taking the annual CAASP Tests which will assess the levels of learning and skill development in accordance with the California Common Core Standards of education. The students have been taking a variety of exams which span the spectrum of subjects ranging from Math and Language Arts to the Sciences. Under the Common Core Standards, the objectives are not just knowledge, but also the ability to problem solve, using the powers of the mind to figure out realistic scenarios, use inductive and deductive reasoning, and work with presented information to construct the solutions to the questions. We will use the results of the CAASP testing to guide and focus our future educational efforts toward reaching the goals defined within the Common Core Standards.

Last month in the Roundup's May Issue, we announced that our students and staff members would be featured in the Wholehearted Choir Spring Concerts at the Big Sur Grange and The Hidden Valley Music Center in Carmel Valley. Both Concerts were a big success. According to teacher, Gail Chambers, who was part of Pacific Valley School's contingent of performers in the concerts, "Both venues were packed, and at the Grange, people were spilling out the doors.  We had the audience singing and clapping and even dancing along with the choirs on several of the songs.  The children's choir sang in the second half and they practically stole the show! When they sang 'I Wish That I Could Show You' and 'Shine' there weren't many dry eyes in the audience or the choir. They sang four songs with the adult choir and one all by themselves.  They also sang an original song called, 'The River That Connects Us' about how people are connected; it was composed by them as a group with all the children contributing ideas.  Our two youthful participants chose 'nature' and 'harmony' as two of the threads that connect mankind." The singing was beautiful and impressive. The composer of another one of the songs,'The Course', who was at the concert, is making a music video of the song which will feature the children in the choir. So, stay tuned!

At the concert held at Hidden Valley, "Our graduating senior, who is a member of the adult choir, was surprised by a scholarship the Wholehearted Choir members presented to her at the concert to help when she attends Middlebury College next year.  She leads a community song circle called 'South Coast Sings' and is planning on leading her final song circle with lots of friends and family immediately after her graduation ceremony on June 14th.  Come and sing!"

The above described Arts/Cultural action was not all! On May 5th the first through 6th graders, plus one of our high school students went to see a production of 'Robin Hood' put on at the MPC Theater.  It was very well done and included singing, dancing, a sword fight and the famous archery contest. The kids had fun cheering for Robin Hood and booing for the Sheriff of Nottingham. After the performance, all of Robin Hood's Merry Men appeared in the lobby, and the children got to pose for pictures with the actors and collect autographs.  They also got a quick backstage tour courtesy of the friend who had gotten us discounted tickets for the show." 

More wonderful experiences to which our students were treated included outdoor exploration, learning about the Big Sur wilderness environment and witnessing the vast web of ecosystems that surround us. On Thursday, April 26, as part of our Earth Day Hike, the students were taken to visit the UCSC Big Creek Preserve where two nature hikes were accomplished. Beginning at the preserve's base headquarters and laboratory, one group followed Big Creek's waterfalls and pools up the canyon, getting a good look at the many hidden details of wildlife in the riparian watershed, including the native steelhead trout and amazing birds (the Water Ouzel or "American Dipper") which walk right into the stream, deep underwater to swim and feed in the same environmental niche along with the steelhead! The other group of students set off on the zig-zag trail up to the promontory summit above the Big Creek canyon. From that point they were treated to a vast panorama of the coast and far out to sea, where one could see migrating whales and endless wilderness peaks at the same time! When the students returned from their respective hikes, they had a chance to relax and play on the cove and pocket beach located at the Big Creek's estuary.

In upcoming issues of the Big Sur Roundup, we will relate still more interesting news about other learning adventures, events, and experiences for which our school is highly regarded. Planned for May 24th, our Elementary Teacher, Ellen Hall, will be taking the 1st-4th graders to Monterey to visit the library and fire station. At the fire station, they will get to see both the specialized equipment and emergency preparedness, "at the ready" to fight the danger of fire at a moment's notice. Then, at the library, they will get to discover the almost endless reading opportunities among the hundreds and hundreds of books from which to choose. Even from my old age, I can still clearly remember that first visit to a library and the fascinating "exploration" among the rows of books which culminated in my selection of one seemingly obscure little novel which gave me hours and hours of riveting reading adventure!
 

-David Allan
