BIG SUR ROUNDUP NEWS RELEASE FOR MAY 2018

BY THUNDER!!! Not even daunting obstacles, such as massive boulders in the middle of the long and precariously-twisting highway, can stop the determination of our students and staff here in the remote reaches of Big Sur's South Coast from enjoying rich learning experiences and achievements. And thus at Pacific Valley School we find our ways to carry out comprehensive field trips, such as a recent visit to the historical monuments of Old Monterey and actively participate in the vibrant Wholehearted Children's Choir program.

The stormy late Spring weather that once again brought down highway-closing mudslides and one well-known and photographed gigantic boulder finally passed on and the way north through Paul's Slide was cleared in time for an educational journey up to Monterey, led by none other than the school's Principal, Gordon Piffero. He and his group of students were treated to an array of visits to the historic sites, beginning with Mission Carmel. There they received a guided tour which revealed a number of the Mission's surprising artifacts and legends. Among them was that an exhibited vault for Father Junipero Serra did not contain his corpse. Instead, he was buried beneath the floor of the Mission's church. And the many ornate decorations, displays, artworks, and passageways provided plenty of fascinating exploration for the students. Next, the group was driven over Carmel Hill to the heart of Monterey. They viewed the old Spanish structures around Customs House Plaza. One of the buildings, the Whaling Station Inn, had served as a place of lodging and rest for the many seafarers who made port-of-call in Monterey's protected anchorage, in particular, the whalers who plied the Pacific Coast for the migrating whales which provided the valuable oil to light the lanterns of that era. A particularly interesting feature that caught the students' attention was a walkway and stairwell made of whale bones! Along the stairway, they observed that the second step was oddly three inches higher than the other steps. To their surprise, they learned that it was an ingenious deterrent for any burglars that prowl in the dark to rob the whalers. The idea was that a thief laden with booty would trip on the odd step and fall, crashing and hollering, dropping his stolen goods and waking everybody up. Quite a "burglar- alarm" indeed! Finally, The students were taken out to Point Pinos Lighthouse to see the beacon that guided all the sailors of the past (and present) around the treacherous reefs that line the projecting coastline before the lights of the Port of Monterey came into view. To great surprise, the beacon light is but a 2-inch bulb (which was once just a candle). The big question asked was "How could such a feeble light project way out into the stormy sea where the ships sail?" The answer is in the lense. Using a principle of Physics, called DIFFRACTION, the rays of light can be bent and magnified by the PRISMS within the lense. Invented by a French physicist, Augustin Fresnel, this new scientific technology reached the United States in the mid 1800's. Wow, the learning had combined both Science and Social Studies! The students could see it as an important way the prisms with which they had experimented in the classroom could be used in real life history! It was a big day of adventure, so after all these travels and discoveries, everyone enjoyed a hearty lunch and plenty of time for reflective thought on the long drive back down the coast to the school.

There have been other special journeys for the students of our school which provided opportunities to share their singing skills as part of the Whole Hearted Chorus Program. Under the direction of teacher, Gail Chambers, they travelled up to Monterey to rehearse with the Whole Hearted Chorus singing groups in preparation for two special concerts scheduled for April 27th and 30 at the Big Sur Grange and at the Hidden Valley Music Center in Carmel Valley. At both destinations, they will get a real chance to discover the joys of singing on stage, projecting their melodious voices to an appreciative audience. Not only are the younger students enjoying these opportunities, but also adult staff members, Gail Chambers and Ellen Hall, who have performed as part of the Whole Hearted Choir program for over two years. And as a special feature, one of our high school students will be a star performer as a part of a trio ensemble. The story and details about these music-filled concerts, both in Big Sur and Carmel Valley, will be featured in the next (June) issue of the Big Sur Roundup. In the process, developing the skills of a "trained voice" provides both great enjoyment and achievement.

In addition to the singing experiences, there also has been the theatrical aspect. On April 21st, Gail Chambers and a group of our elementary students went to see the play, "Annie Jr." performed by the School of Dramatic Arts of the PacRep Theatre at Carmel's Golden Bough Theater. The play was a musical about the famous cartoon character, "Little Orphan Annie", and the acting, singing, and dancing was superb. Of note, one of the actresses was only 6 years old! The performance was very inspiring to our students, especially when all the "orphans" sang together in chorus and the final song "Tomorrow" was sung by the whole entire cast. 

Big Sur Fire (previously known as Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade) has begun their 8 week Basic Training Course. From Pacific Valley School staff, Caleb Chesser, Brooke Russel and Joel DePaola have enrolled and started in the training.  Some of the training sessions are being held at the school site (when Paul’s Slide cooperates). It will be a useful safety factor to have professionally trained firefighters within the South Coast Community and in close proximity of the school.

Finally, on Saturday, April 28th, a group of students, parents, staff members and supporters of the PTO will participate in the Big Sur International Marathon 3K Run, along the scenic coastline of Pacific Grove. The Big Sur International Marathon which sponsors the event has awarded a grant for our physical fitness program, and the schools which participate in the 3K Run will be able to win cash prizes for the highest ratio of students, parents, staff, and supporters in relation to the school size. We hope to have some fun, good aerobic exercise, and maybe a prize! We will have the story in the next (June) issue.
-David Allan
