December 2018 Big Sur Roundup - Pacific Valley School News

The morning of Oct 18 at Pacific Valley School erupted with the alarms blaring out the signal of a massive earthquake! In the classrooms, students and staff performed their trained response of "duck, cover, hold" to protect themselves from “collapsing” and “falling” debris.  Next, bringing along first aid kits, hand-held radios, and other emergency equipment including attendance sheets and the school's Emergency Action Plan, the class groups assembled into orderly lines at the designated zones on the main playground as the teachers took muster of their students present, designated personnel carried out a "sweep" of the school buildings, reporting back their findings. Yes, "THE GREAT CALIFORNIA SHAKEOUT" had begun!! This event demonstrated the school's preparedness for not only an earthquake, but also any other life-threatening incident, such as fire. Present on the school site was USFS LPF Engine #17, manned by Captain Casey and the team of firefighter personnel: Alex, Brock, Conner, and Nedda. Then, with a touch of realism, a staged mock-injury was announced before the assembly, and all the students witnessed, first hand, how to respond, to evacuate the injured using an improvised backboard as a stretcher and then administer emergency first aid. Each year, this important statewide drill is carried out to hone everyone's organized action and expertise in event of the "real thing" ever happening. To the students, the morning was not only educational, but also fun! The children "played" with the fire engine and its equipment under the direction and supervision of the USFS firefighting team. They learned how to aim a fire extinguisher at the BASE of the flame for maximum effect, how to properly hold and operate a fire hose and nozzle assembly as a team, and finally they sat in the engine's cab and operated the siren! Each student experienced delight as the loud siren sounded. To top off the Great Shakeout event, the firefighters presented the students with "Smokey the Bear" hats, and fun coloring books, complete with official bookmarks. In return for their part in the Great Shakeout activities, the firefighters were treated to lunch at the school with the students. Good food and plenty of conversation filled out the mealtime. It was an experience that will not be forgotten!

We certainly value the power of experience in education. On October 26th, the high school students went on a field trip as guests of the Navy Postgraduate School and saw the cutting-edge of naval military training and technology blended with the richness of Monterey Bay history. They toured the school's exhibits and labs which showed the state-of-the-art technological knowledge and seamanship by which U.S. Navy protects our country. The classrooms and laboratories are one of the national epicenters of research in scientific engineering, which gave the students a good view of how far they could go with the subject areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). They even received a briefing of the time-honored ways of military life and the effectiveness of thorough training for combat readiness and defense. In addition to its renown as an institution for national defense, the NPGS building is steeped in the history of Monterey Bay, and California as a whole. It was once the grandest of luxury hotels of its day, first established at the Turn-of-the-Century by railroad pioneer, Charles Crocker, then rebuilt by SFB Norse, who founded Pebble Beach as we know it today. It became known as "The World's Most Elegant Seaside Resort" in its Victorian glory, attracting star artists, writers, actors, and other luminaries from across the land. By simply being present in the great ballroom, the students could look up and feel the awe and magnificence in its historical wealth. Throughout the great buildings, halls and galleries fabulous design exhibits still stand for all to view and enjoy. And one item of particular interest was none other than a monument exhibiting a great boulder of jade, which had come from our own region...Jade Cove. NPGS certainly provided another experience that will not be forgotten, spanning the richness of regional history and palace-like elegance of the days past, to the naval prominence and strategic importance of the Scientific Studies of today.

Just a few days later, on October 29th, our upper grade students took yet another rewarding trip, this time southward to the "College Night" held at the campus of Cuesta College. They toured a vast line-up of exhibits and information centers set up by representatives of universities, colleges, and institutions of higher learning and viewed all the available educational offerings, asked questions, and collected informational brochures and pamphlets. Here they could also see some of the possibilities for great advances that could be achieved in their futures. 

The month of October ended with the theatrical Halloween festivities held at our school. The students dressed up in all sorts of costumes and were presented with pumpkins to carve. The carving session concluded with an exhibit of all the wildly smiling faces sculpted with the pumpkins. For the finale of the day, the costumed students proudly paraded several laps around the school yard, stopping at trick-or-treat stations, manned by staff members handing out the goodies.

Mark your calendars! Our annual Winter Show is coming on Wednesday, December 12th at the school!! The presentation of all the theatrical plays, skits, and musical performances by our students will be for the enjoyment of all as our seasonal "gift to the Big Sur Community". The performances begin at 6:00 pm and dinner will be served beforehand. For intermission and after the show, the PTO will offer their grand Bake Sale. You will be able to take home lots of delicious treats to enjoy for days afterward.
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