Birch Grove Community School...”Where Roots Grow Deep and Branches Reach High!”

Birch Grove Community School
& Community Service
Weekly Newsletter

November 5, 2026

Monday, November 9 - Friday, November 13 ~ Parent-Teacher Conferences
Tuesday, November 17 ~ School Board Meeting at 4pm
Wednesday - Friday, November 25-27 ~ Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, December 15 ~ Incredible Reindeer Musical Shows at 1pm and 6pm
Monday, December 21-January 3 ~ Winter Break - No School

Mission Statement:

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting to
prepare students to become socially and environmentally responsible, self-directed, life-long learners.

From Ms. Diane Blanchette:
School Director, Birch Grove Community School
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service

We have two months of school under our belt now and
K-5 conferences are here next week! Please be sure to
schedule a time to visit with your child’s teacher. We
look forward to seeing all of you!

This annual musical has been selected and parts given
out, with the biggest parts going to 4t and 5t graders,
as always. Practice will start next week and shows are
scheduled for Tuesday, December 15t with an
afternoon and evening performance. The shows are
open to the public, so feel free to invite others to see
what I am sure will be another amazing show!

With the weather cooling off, please remember to send
appropriate outdoor wear for your child. We go
outside in all but the most extreme weather, so make
sure your child is ready for it. There are clothing items
in the entry of the building that are free for the taking!
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Parent-Teacher conferences are next week: Monday, November
. 9 — Friday, November 13. Each classroom teacher will reach out
aren 1' / with a sign up link and each teacher schedule will be different.
Please sign up and keep your appointment. Please bring your
Tea c h e r knowledge of your child to share with teachers, as you know
them best. We strive to work with parents cooperatively to

c on fer‘e" ce ensure academic, social and emotional growth throughout the

school year. We look forward to meeting with you all!
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Mark your calendar for this year’s K-5 musical The Incredible Reindeer!
2 shows will be performed on
Tuesday, December 15
at 1:00pm & 6:00pm

If you know that your child will be absent from either the afternoon or evening show on Tuesday,
December 15, please contact Gayle Grinnell, play leader, so that we can assign/reassign a part that
will not affect the play. Otherwise, we expect all students to be present for both performances. Please
see that your child attends so as not to negatively affect the show. Thanks in advance.
cavyle.orinnellbgcs@email.com
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Many thanks to these Tofte businesses that hosted our K-5 and Saplings Halloween parade! The
Grand Marais State Bank, Tofte Ranger Station/forest service, AmericInn and Circle K! Check out the
pics of these happy children!
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More pictures can be found on the
school Facebook page.

Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/birchgrovecommunityschool/

K/1 collected, painted, tied, strung, wrapped, and glued natural materials together to make a
classroom mobile! This art project involved a lot of fine motor skills, collaboration, and immersion in
the natural world. You can find nature both inside and outside at Birch Grove!

More pictures can be found on the
school Facebook page.

Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/birchgrovecommunityschool/

Saplings had a "Souper" day, despite the rainy weather! ..

Our Saplings have been learning all about where food comes from. After reading Stone Soup,
everyone worked together to wash, chop, and prep the veggies — putting those excellent fine motor
skills to work! &/ @/

During the process, we:

‘W Practiced counting our ingredients
"' Talked about different plant parts
**Watched our warm, delicious homemade vegetable soup bubble away
The best part? Enjoying every single spoonful together. Yum! =
https://www.birchgroveschool.com/saplings-program

More pictures can be found on the
school Facebook page.

Facebook



https://www.birchgroveschool.com/saplings-program?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETEybjZta3VoQWVoN05XS1VOc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABH5R8avyl6Y0y1VaaisgA2luIkHIo_UIygOa_0Ob-SDi8BKZIhYrpM_1eLnf3_aem_i65Kl8gDNxqSWHFoISv1BA
https://www.facebook.com/birchgrovecommunityschool/

More pictures can be found on the
school Facebook page.

Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/birchgrovecommunityschool/

Please have your child read (or be read to) 20-30 minutes per day/night (or more!). If there is one
thing that you can do at home that has a huge positive impact on your child’s academic growth,
this is it! Happy reading!

birchgrove@boreal.og
www.birchgroveschool.com
School Spirit Store Link: https:/ /birchgrove.logosoftwear.com/ You can use GRAB15 for 15% off
Face Book: Birch Grove Community School and Community Services #4145 | Facebook

facebook.
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From Ms. Emily VanDoren
Seedling Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service

This week our theme was bears, with a special focus on
the book Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by
Bill Martin Jr. and illustrated by Eric Carle. With the time
change this week, we had a more fluid routine that
allowed for changes as needed based on the needs of the
Seedlings.

We read Brown Bear during our morning circle and the
Seedlings worked to identify the colors of the animals as
well as naming the animals. After we read the book, we
worked together as a group to put together two-piece
puzzles to create cards for all the animals of the book.
This week the Seedlings also participated in an activity
that required them to look through a bin to find the
correct animal card to place it on a velcro board to create
the sequence of the book. In addition to working on
literacy skills, this activity also worked on their fine
motor skills as they had to pick up very small cards to
place on their velcro board.
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We also read About a Bear by Holly Surplice that showed | | LA \ &\\ _

a bear going through different moods (happy, sad, DT BRI TR \\ & .
bored, glad) and different activities with friends. This was a great book to help the Seedlings 1dent1fy
emotions based on facial expressions and body language. During snack time, we read the book Share,
Big Bear, Share by Maureen Wright. This book does a great job of explaining the importance of sharing
with friends.



mailto:birchgrove@boreal.og
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This rainy week kept us inside so we made use of the gym for our gross motor play. When we play in
the gym, we work on throwing, catching, and kicking skills. We also play a variety of games that
work on listening skills such as “Red Light, Green Light” and “Simon Says”.

We closed out our week by creating our very own Brown Bear masks out of paper plates so the

Seedlings can use their imagination and expand their play at home. The Seedlings also colored a
picture of a bear using crayons to work their fine motor skills.

Have a great weekend!

218-663-0170 ext. 7
emily.vandorenbgcs@gmail.com
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From Ms. Pam Holm
Sapling Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service

The Fall Harvest theme in Saplings
this week served as a wonderful time
to learn where our food comes from,
how farmers and the land work
together. The week started off with
Saplings discovering how scarecrows
help farmers watch over the

fields. They then created their very
own scarecrows, practicing color
recognition, step-by-step sequencing,
and gluing techniques.

Tuesday was filled with harvest-
themed stories and silly songs. For
art, they crafted fun, 3D hay shocks —
a wonderful hands-on activity that
helped strengthen their fine motor
dexterity and pincer grasp.

On Wednesday Saplings had a "Souper" day, despite the rainy weather! After reading Stone Soup
they worked together to wash, chop, and prep the veggies — putting those excellent fine motor skills
to work! During the process, they practiced counting out the ingredients, talked about different plant
parts and watched the warm, delicious homemade vegetable soup bubble away. The best part?
Enjoying every single spoonful together.

Saplings were bustling with farmyard fun as they explored the classic tale of The Little Red Hen. We
focused on story elements, identifying the main character and the farm setting. They then practiced
retelling the story using their handmade Little Red Hen puppets and sequencing cards to remember
the beginning, middle, and end. The repetitive phrases in the tale helped them join in the reading and
build early language skills. This story also sparked important conversations about feelings and


mailto:emily.vandorenbgcs@gmail.com

friendships. We talked about how the Little Red Hen might have felt when her friends refused to
help, and how we can be good friends by working together in our classroom.

To wrap up our week, Saplings will discover the unique, curved cornucopia. We will learn how this
"horn of plenty" is a special symbol of harvest, abundance, and sharing what we have with others. It
will be the perfect opportunity to practice fine motor skills as they fill their own cornucopias with
colorful harvest items.

Throughout the week Saplings turned into little scientists by examining seeds and stalks using
magnifying glasses, discussing how they grow. Special farm toys made an appearance as we talked
about harvest time. They used measuring tools in sensory bins with "wheat" to practice counting and
volume concepts. Sorting activities with colorful gourds, and matching games, they deepened their
understanding of nature's cycles.

During circle time, they went on an exciting classroom hunt! The Saplings hunted for objects and
toys starting with the S and H sounds. Afterward, they practiced building and tracing both
uppercase and lowercase letters. Strengthening letter recognition and sound matching, building the
vital foundation for future reading and comprehension skills.

Hands-on learning kept right on going at the math and manipulatives tables. The Saplings jumped
into seed counting, puzzle sequencing, shadow matching, and color sorting challenges that kept their
minds working and fingers moving!

218-663-0170 ext. 6
pam.holmbgcs@gmail.com
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From Ms. Sara Knottski
K & 15t Grade Elementary Teacher

We started a social and emotional learning unit last week! We were
introduced to ‘little spots of emotions” and learned about the
different emotion words. We can identify 6 core emotions: happy,
love, sadness, anger, anxiety, and calm. We learned to identify
facial features and body language for different emotions. This week
we focused on our red emotions and learned more specific anger
words such as mad, furious, frustrated, annoyed, and irritated. We
also learned strategies for calming down our anger spot and
turning it into a peaceful spot. Ask your child about these
strategies!

In language arts, we are focusing on reading strategies. We look at
words and try to sound out the ones we don't know. We use
pictures for clues and to understand a story better. Students should
be practicing reading every day at home! Kindergarten is loving
learning letter sounds and putting sounds together to say words!
First grade published a poem this week. We worked on the writing
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process by brainstorming ideas, writing a draft, publishing it, drawing an illustration, and sharing
our writing. We were excited to present our poems to 2/3 and 4/5! In math, first graders are learning
about missing parts in an equation. Kindergarteners are learning about numbers up to 20, shapes,
and 5-groups. Both grades completed a unit test this week!

If you have yet to sign up for conferences, feel free to email me! Winter is approaching, and a few

degrees colder, it will snow! Please make sure all outdoor gear is waterproof, and your student has a
hat, mittens, snow pants, and a proper winter coat every day!

Have a great weekend!

218-663-0170 ext. 2
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com
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From Ms. Samantha Forster
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher

This has been such a great week! Cold weather is here
which brings a new energy to the building. We
continued our journey through the ancient worlds with a
quick pause on Tuesday for a history of voting and why
it's important in our country. We played a simulation
that helped students know how to be an informed voter
and some avenues that people can access (ex. Townhalls,
news article) different research. In our ancient worlds,
we focused on the Aztecs and Mayans. The main
objective to this is learning the commonality that ancient
peoples had with the environment. This will continue on
with a lesson on Minnesota Native Americans later in the
year. I was so excited about art this week and the refresh
of the brown dead environment outside. We are going to
focus on utilizing different mediums (coffee and oil
pastels) to create various art projects this month! Please
look at your email to find the conference sign up link. If
none of these times work for you, please reach out as I
can adjust my schedule to accommodate yours. I am
looking forward to meeting with you!

We learned many things in reading this week. I have been trying to get into a routine that is
predictable for students but this can be hard with so many things to accomplish. We focused on
phonics (trigraphs, double consonants, and “ck” spelling). I continued to talk about story elements
and how that helps us build understanding of the book. I have liked to have conversations with
students about what I am reading at the moment. We talked about genre, settings, and themes. This
helps students realize that reading is important and carries throughout their lifetime. I encourage you
to have these conversations with them as well! We have focused on multiple prefixes, suffixes, and
word parts so students have multiple strategies on breaking apart multi-syllabic words.
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This week’s math focus was all about adding and subtracting. We took what we learned about
rounding last week and applied it to borrowing and regrouping. This class has great number sense
and this was a quick skill they picked up on. Students were able to take their knowledge of adding
and subtracting up to the million place value! They had so much fun with it. We will continue to
build upon this skill before I focus on money, time, and fractions during the next part of the year.

218-663-0170 ext. 2
samantha.forsterbgcs@gmail.com

I T 0 0 ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) o o (o o o o (o o o o o) o) o o) o) o) P o) o) P P o o o o o o o o o o o o (o o o (o (o (o (o o (o [ (o (o (o (o o) (o) o o) (o) o o) o) o) P P o) P

From Ms. Stacy Coronis
4th & 5t Grade Elementary Teacher

Conferences are next week and I really
look forward to spending time celebrating
the hard work being done in the 4/5
classroom! All students spent time this
week reflecting on the first few months of
school thinking about what they are
feeling proud of and what goals they want
to set for the school year. Your child is
welcome to attend their fall conference,
but it is not required. Make a decision that
is best for you and your 4/5th grader. I
will send out the online google meet
conference link Monday morning for you
to use if you signed up for an online
conference.

In math this week 4th graders created
arrays to model multiplication and then
recorded the corresponding math equations. They built on that skill by using an area model to
complete 2 digit times 1 digit multiplication problems. 5th graders completed their fraction unit and
are transferring those skills to name, write, round, add and subtract decimals. It is fun to watch kids
discover that fractions and decimals are two different ways to write the same number! All students
complete a homework/remembering worksheet each day to reinforce the skills taught that day as
well as spiraling back to review the previous skills so that they are reinforced and not forgotten. All
students also complete 4-6 assigned IXL skills online which provides immediate feedback to each
student individually. Early finishers have time to work on math facts if they have not mastered them
OR go into the IXL arena to work on math topics differentiated to meet their specific needs. Students
can work on IXL skills at home with your permission to be online.

A large part of this week was spent on working through the writing, editing, revising and publishing
process of writing. Students created a Pirate’s Tale to go along with their Pirate Island project. During
the editing and revising process students practiced editing capitalization, punctuation, spelling as
well as the skill of adding elaborations and adjectives to their writing to help bring it to life. We also
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focused on writing 4/5 grade quality summaries using our daily read aloud story, Tales of a 4th
Grade Nothing which ended with a hilarious twist. Ask your child about it!!

I'look forward to meeting with you all next week to celebrate your child’s growth at Birch Grove!

218-663-0170 ext. 4
stacy.coronisbgcs@gmail.com
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